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A simple and straightforward methodology toward the synthesis of novel 4,5-biphenyl-2-pyrimidinylguanidine
compounds has been developed by one-pot reaction of biguaninde or dimethyldiguanide with isoflavones.
A series of 20 new compounds was reported. All of them were characterized by FT-IR, NMR, and elemental
analysis. A typical compound was determined by X-ray diffraction. A variety of substrates can participate
in the process with good yields and high purities, making this methodology suitable for library synthesis in
drug discovery.

Introduction

Pyrimidine and guanidine are both found widely as core
structures in a large variety of compounds that exhibit
important biological activity.1-3 Given examples, pyrim-
idines are interesting drug targets because they are found
on some nucleosides, are well-known DHFR inhibitors, and
present potential antiviral, antifungal, anticancer, and anti-
protozoan activity.4 Guanidine because of its unusual struc-
ture has been applied as a catalyst5 and in iatrology, such as
antivirus, antitumor,6 and antiplatelet.7 Guanidine derivatives
such as dimethyldiguanide hydrochloride and phenformin
hydrochloride have been designed as hypoglycemic agents.8

Combinations of both guanidine and pyrimidine moieties
have been scarcely found in natural products. Tanaka et al.
have synthesized 4,5-bis(4-methoxyphenyl)-2-pyrimidi-
nylguanidine in low yield (33.7%) involving three steps.7

It is well-known that natural isoflavones display a wide
range of biological activities.10 For instance, soybean isofla-
vones have shown pharmacological effects such as antidys-
rhythmic,11 antioxidant,12 and anticardio-cerebral vascular
disease.13 Ipriflavone has been reported to be efficient in
preventing and treating osteoporosis.14 Irisolidone has shown
activity as an antidiabetic.15 It is well-known that the
chromone fragment present in isoflavones can generate a 1,3-
diketone equivalent which readily reacts with amidines,16

guanidine,9,17 carbamide,18 or sulfocarbamide19 to form the
corresponding 2-substituted pyrimidines. We designed a route
(Scheme 1) for the condensation of isoflavone 1 with
biguanidines 2 to synthesize compound 3 and the dimeric
structure 4. We expect formation of 4 as a result of
condensation of the guanidyl residue on 3 and a second
molecule of 1.

Herein, we report an efficient one-pot synthesis of 4,5-
biphenyl-2-pyrimidinylguanidine 3 by the reaction of bigu-
anide hydrochloride (2a) or dimethyldiguanide hydrochloride

(2b) with natural isoflavone. This methodology makes the
synthesis simpler and more environmentally friendly. We
also proved that our method is convenient for the preparation
of a wide variety of 4,5-biphenyl-2-pyrimidinylguanidines
bearing different substituents on the phenyl and guanidyl
units.

Results and Discussion

Initially, a mixture of ipriflavone 1a (2 mmol) and
biguanide hydrochloride 2a (1 mmol) was refluxed in
methanol (30 mL), and the pH was adjusted with a mass
fraction of 10% aqueous solution of NaOH until pH ) 12.
The progress of the reaction was monitored by thin layer
chromatography (TLC) until the starting 1a disappeared.
During the reaction, two new products were detected on the
TLC suggesting the possible presence of the expected
products of type 3 and 4. Two products were isolated and
characterized by IR, 1H NMR, 13C NMR, and elemental
analysis. As expected, condensation of 1a and 2a mainly
gave type 3 product 2-[4-(2-hydroxy-4-isopropoxyphenyl)-
5-phenyl-2-pyrimidinyl] guanidine 3a. However, the corre-
sponding type 4 product was not detected and the presence
of 5a 2-amino-4-(2-hydroxy-4-isopropoxyphenyl)-5-phe-
nylpyrimidin suggested hydrolysis of the second guanidyl
fragment in 3a.

It was reported that isoflavone may undergo ring-
opening reaction when refluxing in the presence of alkali
forming a 1,3-diketo intermediate 7 (Scheme 2) which at
high concentration of base may eliminate formic acid to
generate byproduct 6.20 7 reacted with 2 and gave the
product 3. On the other hand, 5 might be a result of basic
hydrolysis of the guanidyl moiety in product 3. These
assumptions and our results suggested a critical role of
the concentration of base in the distribution of the obtained
products. We decided to carry on optimization of the
amount of base for the exclusive synthesis 3. A mixture
of 1a (2 mmol) and 2a (1 mmol) was refluxed in methanol
(30 mL) under different pH values. Obviously, pH ) 10
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was the best (Table 1). On the basis of the best pH value,
solvents, and temperatures, the ratio of 1a and 2a was
optimized. The results are summarized in Tables 2 and 3.

Ethanol was found to be the best solvent at 80 °C, and
the ratio of ipriflavone and biguanide was 1:4.

With the optimized reaction conditions and proven
results in hand, the condensation of a variety of structur-
ally divergent isoflavones and 2a or 2b were studied to
illustrate this concise and general method for the synthesis
of 4,5-biphenyl-2-pyrimidinylguanidines. All substrates
smoothly reacted to give the corresponding 4,5-biphenyl-
2-pyrimidinylguanidine in 16-48 h in excellent yields,
and the results are summarized in Table 4. All products
were characterized by IR, 1H NMR, 13C NMR, and
elemental analysis. The structure was further unequivo-

Scheme 1. Designed Cyclocondensation Route of Isoflavones with Biguanidines

Scheme 2. Proposed Mechanism for the Formation of 3 and Byproducts

Table 1. pH Effects on the Reaction Based on 1a Reacted with
2a in Methanol

entry pH time (h) yield (%)a

1 9 36 69
2 10 20 78
3 11 12 60
4 12 8 48

a Yields determined by column chromatography isolation.

Table 2. Optimization for the Reaction Based on 1a and 2a at
pH 10

entry solvent temp (°C) time (h) yield (%)a

1 CH3CH2OH 60 24 72
2 CH3CH2OH 80 16 80
3 CH3OH 65 20 76
4 THF 70 18 60
5 CH3CN 82 28 62
6 CH3CH2CH2CH2OH 80 40 59
7 CH3CH2CH2CH2OH 120 32 67
8 DMF 80 60 48
9 DMF 120 19 50
a Yields determined by column chromatography isolation.

Table 3. Optimization for the Ratios of 1a and 2a in Ethanol at
80 °C and pH 10

entry n1a:n2a yield (%)a

1 1:1 52
2 1:2 61
3 1:3 75
4 1:4 85
5 1:5 84

a Yields determined by column chromatography isolation.
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Table 4. Synthesis of 3 by Reaction of Various Isoflavones and Biguanides in Ethanol at 80 °C and pH ) 10
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cally confirmed by single crystal X-ray diffraction of 3s
which added sharp evidence for the proposed structure
(Figure 1).

The reaction has a general character since isoflavones
with various substituents such as alkoxy or alkoxyphenyl
groups, that have a fine conjugative effect to depress the
electron density, gave good results. In contrast, the
presence of more than two hydroxyl groups lowers the
yields, especially when the hydroxyl is present at C-5.
The hydrogen bond between the hydroxyl group and the
carbonyl would prevent the occurrence of this reaction.
The products of genistein (4′,5,7-trihydroxyisoflavone) and

irisolidone (4′,6-dialkoxy-5,7-dihydroxyisoflavone) as the
starting material were not obtained.

Conclusion

In summary, the simple workup, the excellent yield, the
environmentally benign recycling of a green solvent, and the
fairly mild conditions of this method offer advantages over
other procedures. Moreover, this protocol should be of further
interest in synthetic chemistry. On the basis of the present
investigation, we are now carrying out research on the

Table 4. Continued

a Yields determined by column chromatography isolation.
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applications of 4,5-biphenyl-2-pyrimidinylguanidine in
pharmacology.

Experimental Section

General Procedure for the Preparation of 4,5-Biphe-
nyl-2-pyrimidinylguanidine (Entries 3a-3t, Table 4). The
mixture of corresponding 1 (1 mmol) and biguanide hydro-
chloride (2a) or dimethyldiguanide hydrochloride (2b)
(4 mmol) was refluxed in ethanol (30 mL), and the pH
adjusted with 10% NaOH aqueous solution until pH )10.
The reaction was at 80 °C for 16-48 h. All reactions were
monitored by TLC, which showed the disappearance of 1
that was indicative of the reaction being complete. The
reaction mixture was adjusted to neutrality with 10% HCl,
and then, the solvent was removed. The crude product was
purified by column chromatography on silica gel using
petroleum ether-ethylacetate (1:1) to give the corresponding
pure product.

2-[4-(2-Hydroxy-4-isopropoxyphenyl)-5-phenyl-2-pyri-
midinyl] Guanidine (Entry 3a, Table 4). White solid. mp
278.2-279.3 °C. IR (KBr), ν (cm-1): 3358, 3265, 2977,
1686, 1632, 1622, 1605, 1582, 1537, 1444, 1418, 1238, 1179,
981, 836, 769, 708, 696. 1H NMR (300 MHz, DMSO-d6), δ
(ppm): 9.91 (s, 1H), 8.45-8.67 (m, 5H), 7.25-7.32 (m, 5H),
7.00 (d, 1H, J ) 8.0 Hz), 6.32-6.35 (m, 2H), 4.63 (m, 1H),
1.23 (d, 6H, J ) 5.7 Hz). 1H NMR (300 MHz, DMSO-δ
(ppm): 8.61 (s, 1H), 7.19-7.29 (m, 5H), 6.98 (d, 1H, J )
8.4 Hz), 6.28-6.33 (m, 2H), 4.52 (m, 1H), 1.19 (d, 6H, J )
5.7 Hz). 13C NMR (75 MHz, DMSO-d6 + D2O), δ (ppm):
163.4, 159.8, 158.6, 156.2, 155.1, 154.9, 135.8, 131.8, 129.5,
128.45, 128.40, 127.6, 116.1, 106.6, 102.8, 69.4, 21.7. Anal.
Calcd for C20H21N5O2: C, 66.10; H, 5.82; N, 19.27. Found:
C, 65.82; H, 6.15; N, 19.03.
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